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After its first appearance in the early 1960s, computer corpora have
infiltrated many academic fields of language related disciplines, from
lexicography through historical linguistics and stylistics to language
teaching. The widespread use of corpora has led to the development of
a new area of language studies called corpus linguistics. The purpose
of this paper is (1) to look at the history of the development of
corpora and corpus linguistics over the last fifty years, (2) to explain
the key concepts used in corpus linguistics (such as word frequency,
concordance and collocation) and their roles in language research, and
(3) to explore some areas of practical applications that have been
generated within the discipline: lexicography, grammar and language
teaching.
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A corpus i1s a collection of naturally-occurring language text,
chosen to characterize a state of variety of a language.
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Focus on linguistic performance, rather than competence!
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Focus on linguistic description, rather than linguistic universals
Focus on quantitative, as well as qualitative models of language
Focus on a more empiricist, rather than rationalist view of
scientific inquiry.
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and on observation of language in use leading to theory rather than vice versa.”
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Sl v RIS (%) =9 ol ST (%)
1 the 69,454 (6.8) 1 the 66,999 (6.6)
2 of 36,215 (3.6) 2 of 35,363 (3.5)
3 and 28,793 (2.8) 3 and 27,331 (2.7)
4 to 26,069 (2.6) 4 to 26,652 (2.7)
5 a 23,383 (2.3) 5 a 22,023 (2.2)
6 in 21,309 (2.1) 6 n 20,811 (2.1)
7 that 10,531 (1.0) 7 that 11,109 (1.1
8 is 10,004 (1.0) 8 is 10,720 (1.1)
9 was 9,759 (1.0) 9 was 10,379 (1.0)
10 he 9,494 (0.9) 10 it 9,869 (1.0)
11 for 9,449 (0.9) 11 for 9,104 (0.9)
12 it 8,703 (0.9) 12 he 8,683 (0.9)
13 with 7,249 (0.7) 13 as 7,253 (0.7)
14 as 7,215 (0.7) 14 be 7,175 (0.7)
15 his 6,960 (0.7) 15 with 7125 (0.7)
16 on 6,721 (0.7) 16 on 6,916 (0.7)
17 be 6,340 (0.6 17 i 6,687 (0.7)
18 at 5,356 (0.5) 18 his 6,217 (0.6)
19 by 5317 (0.5) 19 at 5,909 (0.6)
20 i 5156 (0.5) 20 bv 5509 (0.5)
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